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Supporting Multilingual &
Intercultural Learning in the
Early Years

The Challenge

Ireland
Cr

Rapidly changing cultural and
linguistic landscape

Early Years Educators

Lack of guidance and practical / ( . w»
tools to promote multilingualism
and intercultural understanding

Parents Ik

Confusion about using or not
using Home language
Concerns around loss of
cultural identity

Mary Cantwell

Multilingual Children

Feeling isolated
Misunderstood

The Project

SMILE+ will empower Early Years educators and families to work together to promote multilingualism and

interculturalism in early years settings across Limerick.
SMILE+ will facilitate:
e World Cafés & Co-design Workshops with families, educators, and community stakeholders to explore language use
and intercultural training needs.

e A pilot study in early years settings across Limerick to evaluate an intercultural workshop and toolkit.

The Outputs

 Intercultural Workshop Manual & Toolkit for early years settings (free access)
 Interactive living language map of Limerick (publicly editable)

e Free webinars on multilingual and intercultural practice in early years education
e Translated leaflets and posters with culturally appropriate visuals

« Open-access academic publication sharing research findings

e Policy brief to inform government decisions on early years multilingual and intercultural education

The SMILE + project will contribute to our shared goal of making Limerick
an inclusive city where every child belongs.
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